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For sustainable development, it is important for Hong Kong to implement Total Water Management (TWM) to
ensure rational utilization, protection and management of water resources in the water cycle in a holistic manner
and to explore new water resources. It comprises four key elements namely, new water resources, water

conservation, water reclamation, and water resources protection and management.
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The fresh water demand of Hong Kong is currently met by importation of Dongjiang water and local catchment
yield. Alternative water resources can include extension of water gathering grounds, use of reclaimed water

and desalination of seawater, with the latter two more economically attractive.
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A pilot desalination plant using reverse osmosis starte
operate in 2004. The findings of the pilot plant study
facilitate the formulation of the way forward for develo

new water resources.
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BREIAIK  Water Conservation
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Water conservation measures include :
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Education and publicity programmes on the importance of water conservation;

W EREKFPEAR

Use of seawater for toilet flushing;
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Large-scale replacement and rehabilitation of aged pipelines to reduce

leakage;
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A tiered water tariff for domestic consumption to encourage water conservation;
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Using the latest leakage detection and reduction technology,
including continuous pressure monitoring and pressure

management, to reduce leakage through the water supply and

distribution systems.
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The tertiary-treated effluent in Ngong Ping Sewage Treatment Works is reused for flushing in nearby public
toilets and the toilets in the Cable Car Terminal. Another pilot scheme involves further treatment of effluent
from Shek Wu Hui Sewage Treatment Works. The reclaimed water is supplied to nearby users for toilet flushing

and other non-potable uses.
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The findings of these two pilot schemes provide useful information to enable
detailed assessment on the use of reclaimed water and allow the Government

to consider extending the use of reclaimed water to other parts of the territory.
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The water gathering grounds in Hong Kong covers about

one-third of the territory, providing about 300 million cubic

metres of water every year. These areas are properly

maintained to ensure effective collection of surface water.

Besides, stringent pollution control measures are in place

to control activities and development within the water

gathering grounds.




