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In Search of Kam Tin River

To solve the flooding problem in Kam Tin area, the government
excavated a large strip of fishponds, in the midst of Nam Sang Wai,
to build a 120m wide, 3km long new channel. The lower course of
Kam Tin River has become disconnected from Kam Tin River now.
You can observe its narrow, windy meanders that differs consider-
ably from the wide, straight new channel.
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Kam Tin River Basin

Kam Tin River originates from Hong Kong's highest peak, Tai Mo
Shan. Its main stream and tributaries are bounded by the ridges
(watersheds) of Tai To Yan (to the east), western ridge of Tai Mo
Shan (south), Ho Hok Shan (west) and Kai Kung Leng (north),
forming a 44.3-sq km rhombus-shaped river basin. Rainwater
falling on this river basin will be converged into Kam Tin River.
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There are many fishponds in Yuen Long, but many were lost to
urban development. The new channel of Kam Tin River was
created from several fish ponds, by breaking their bunds.

Fishponds have high ecological value in addition to their aquacul-
ture functions. Many birds forage in fishponds. The fishponds
could also stabilize the microclimate and serve to prevent
flooding.
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Mangroves on Riverbanks

The government planted mangroves including Kandelia and River
Mangrove and mangrove associates such as Spiny Bears Breech
along the banks of Kam Tin River new channel and Shan Pui River,
as compensation for the wetland loss due to the river works.
Mangroves grow in estuaries and lower courses of tidal rivers, they
form rich ecosystems, and can stabilise the riverbanks.
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RAMSAR Site

A 1,500 hectares of wetland at Mai Po and Inner Deep Bay - the
Ramsar site is an important habitat where waterfowl! feed and rest.

Kam Tin and Shan Pui River are important parts of the wetland
system as they bring sediments and nutrients to the wetland.
During the associated river training works, several measures were
adopted at the estuary to protect the Ramsar site’s ecology, includ-
ing retaining some fish ponds, and natural mud is kept as the
bottom substance.
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Short-leaved Malacca Galingale

Short-leaved Malacca Ganlingale (Cyperus malaccensis Lam. var.
brevifolius Boeck.) grows in estuary areas, so is commonly known
as “Sea Water Weed” in Chinese. Dried Short-leaved Malacca
Ganlingale is good for using as rope and for knitting. People used
it while shopping, to make dumplings, or even to make hats.
However, it has been virtually all replaced by popular plastic
products.
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Confluence of Two Rivers

The area around the conjunction of natural Kam Tin River old
channel and Shan Pui River was more prosperous in the past.
During the Qing Dynasty, people travelled by small boats between
Lantau Island and Yuen Long Market. Shan Pui Chung Hau Tsuen
was a village established by the river with a boat factory nearby.
Nowadays, stilt houses are still found along the riverbanks.



